Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BANGKO 08179 070825Z 

10 

ACTION EA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO ABF-01 FSE-00 TRSE-00 /012W 

048276 

P R 070323Z MAY 75 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3850 
INFO AMEMBASSY MANILA 

UNCLAS BANGKOK 8179 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: OGEN 

SUBJ: INQUIRIES REGARDING DESTRUCTION U.S. CURRENCY DURING 
EVACUATION OF SAIGON 

REF : A. STATE 102658 

B. BANGKOK 8027, PARA 2 

FOR: EA/EX; BF/FSD AND CDO, TREASURY FROM KINSEY 
FOR : BOUDREAU AND JAZYNKA FROM KINSEY 

1. FOLLOWING U.S. CURRENCY AND BLANK U.S. TREASURY CHECKS 

WERE BURNED IN BARRELS OF NITRATE & CHARCOAL IN THE COURTYARD OF 
THE ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING IN PRESENCE OF INDIVIDUALS NOTED BELOW: 

INA JEAN KINSEY, U.S. DISBURSING OFFICER 

JAMES MARTIN, SENIOR SEABEE ATTACHED TO REGIONAL SECURITY 
OFFICE AND HIS ASSISTANT MR. TOM HOGE 
RALPH BOOER, GENERAL SERVICES OFFICER AND 
WALTER WEBBER, GENERAL SERVICES OFFICER 

2. LISTED BELOW ARE $20.00 CURRENCY NOTES IN BLOCKS OF $80,000 
EACH WHICH WERE BURNED. THE ACTUAL LISTING OF SERIAL NOS 
WERE RECORDED BY ROY O. YONG, B7MO. HOWEVER MR. YOUNG DID NOT 
WITNESS THE DESTRUCTION OF THE CURRENCY. 

BEGINNING SERIAL NUMBER AMOUNT 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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L 6608000 1C $80,000 
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L 99040000A 

80,000 

L 99080000A 

80,000 

L 98720000A 

80,000 

L 987 16000 A 

80,000 

L 99084000A 

80,000 

L 99 124000 A 

80,000 

L 98632001 A 

80,000 

L 99040001 A 

80,000 

L 6594400 1C 

80,000 

L 98672001 A 

80,000 

L 6599600 1C 

80,000 

L 6577600 1C 

80,000 

L 65864001C 

80,000 

L 6592000 1C 

80,000 

L 6574000 1C 

80,000 

L 6599200 1C 

80,000 

L 6572800 1C 

80,000 

L 6603200 1C 

80,000 

L 65 80400 1C 

80,000 

L 6578000 1C 

80,000 

L 66108001C 

80,000 

L 6600400 1C 

80,000 

L 659 1200 1C 

80,000 

L 6595200 1C 

80,000 

L 6592400 1C 

80,000 

L 6590800 1C 

80,000 

L 6575200 1C 

80,000 

L 98604001 A 

80,000 

L 98684001 A 

80,000 

L 6579200 1C 

80,000 

L 9916001A 

80,000 

SUB-TOTAL 

$2,560,000 


IN ADDITION, THE FOLLOWING PACKS OF CURRENCY NOTES IN $20.00 
AND $10.00 DENOMINATIONS WERE BURNED: 

$20.00 CURRENCY NOTES 
BEGINNING SERIAL NUMBER AMOUNT 

L 6574430 1C $2,000 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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L 6574440 1C 2,000 

L 6574450 1C 2,000 

L 6574460 1C 2,000 

L 6574470 1C 2,000 

L 6574480 1C 2,000 

$10.00 CURRENCY NOTES 
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L 05863873 

$1,000 

L 13486801 A 

1,000 

L 13487601 A 

1,000 

L 13486301 A 

1,000 


2A. INCLUDED IN THE BURNING WERE THE FOLLOWING BLANK U.S. 

TREASURY CHECKS 61 1 120 - 612999. 

2B. THE USDO WAS ORDERED BY THE ADMINISTRATIVE COUNSELOR AT 
APPROXIMATELY 1600 HOURS BY ORDERS OF THE AMBASSADOR TO RETREIVE 
$100,000. AT THAT POINT. THE BLOCKS OF MONIES WERE IN THE NITRATE 
AND CHARCOAL SOLUTION AND SINCE IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO SEPARATE 
$20,000 FROM ONE OF THE BLOCKS OF $80,000 THE USDO RETREIVED 2 
BLOCKS TOTALLING $160,000. THE $160,000 CONSISTED OF THE FOLLOWING 
SERIAL NUMBERS: 

L 65728001C AND L 65804001C 

THE SERIAL NUMBERS OF THE RETREIVED NOTES WERE VERIFIED BY THE 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER OF THE EMBASSY. APPROXIMATELY 2 HOURS 
LATER, THE USDO WAS INFORMED BY THE ADMIN. COUNSELOR THAT THE 
$160,000 SHOULD BE BURNED. THIS PROVED TO BE IMPOSSIBLE 
SINCE 10 FEET FLAMES WERE GUSHING FROM THE NITRATED BARRELLS 
AND ONE OF THE FEW REMAINING HELICOPTERS WAS AWAITING THE USDO. 

THE USDO, MR. MARTIN AND MR. HOGE THEN HAND CARRIED AND STUFFED 
ONE OF THE BRIEFCASES WITH THE $160,000 TO THE ROOFTOP OF THE 
EMBASSY FOR SHREDDING. THE USDO PERSONALLY SAW THE BEGINNING OF 
THE SHREDDING, BUT DUE TO PRESSURE OF TIME AND ATTEMPTING TO 
GET ON THE HELICOPTER THE USDO DID NOT SEE THE COMPLETE 
SHREDDING OF THE CURRENCY NOTES. ALTHOUGH THE USDO DID NOT WITNESS 
THE COMPLETE SHREDDING OF THESE PARTICULAR NOTES. THE 
USDO ASSUMES THAT THEY WERE SHREDDED. ALSO BURNED WERE LOOSE 
CURRENCY NOTES TOTALLING $38,855.00. A GRAND TOTAL OF 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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$2,614,855.00. WAS BURNED. 

3. THE USDO WAS NO PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE OF ANY "DIPLOMAT" OR 
FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICER STATING THAT $5,000,000.00 WAS BURNED. 
HOWEVER, THE ADMINISTRATIVE COUNSELOR DID BRING 2 PIECES OF 
CHARRED $20.00 NOTES TO THE USDO. WHEN THE USDO STATED TO THE 
COUNSELOR THAT THE CHARRED NOTED CONSISTING OF THE PORTRAIT 
AND SERIAL NUMBERS AROUND THE "PORTRAIT" SHOULD BE PICKED-UP, 

THE USDO WAS INFORMED THAT THE MONEY STILL GOULD NOT BE 

USED IF THE SERIAL NUMBERS WERE REPORTED TO TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 

IN ADDITION, THE USDO DID NOT SHOW ANY CHARRED PEICES OF CURRENCY 
NOTES TO ANY NEWSPAPER MAN OR WOMAN. 

4. THE NAVY DISBURSING OFFICER, MISS ANNE HAZARD. HAD A CONSIDER- 
ABLE AMOUNT OF U.S. CURRENCY ON HAND. BY WORD OF MOUTH IN 
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THE RECEPTION CENTER AT MANILA AND ALSO IN BANGKOK, THE USDO 
WAS INFORMED THAT $6 TO $7 MILLION DOLLARS WERE BURNED 
AT THE DAO FACILITY. IT IS THE USDO'S UNDERSTANDING THAT MISS 
HAZARD WOULD REPORT TO THE U.S. NAVY FINANCE CENTER IN CLEVELAND. 

OHIO FOR PROCESSING OF HER FINAL ACCOUNTS. 

MASTERS 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 07 MAY 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975BANGKO08179 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 59-0851 
From: BANGKOK 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750571/aaaacmpm.tel 

Line Count: 175 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 STATE 102658 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CunninFX 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 6 JUL 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <16 JUL 2003 by SilvaL0>; APPROVED <17 FEB 2004 by CunninFX> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: INQUIRIES REGARDING DESTRUCTION U.S. CURRENCY DURING EVACUATION OF SAIGON 
TAGS: OGEN 
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